10 THINGS TO THINK ABOUT WHEN WRITING AN ESSAY

Are you…

1.  Developing a strong thesis statement and central argument?   Is it clear, identifiable, and (usually) in the first paragraph?

2.  Staying on topic and following your thesis/argument throughout the paper?


-Does each paragraph serve to further the argument?


-Do you avoid introducing new/irrelevant ideas as the paper progresses?

3.  Supplying evidence from the sources and texts to support your points?


-Do you have (generally) at least one piece of evidence per paragraph?


-Do you analyze each piece of evidence?


-Do you tie each piece of evidence back to your thesis/central argument?  Do you 


explain how this piece of evidence supports your thesis?

4.  Using the sources and texts correctly?  


-Do you paraphrase when appropriate and quote when necessary? 


-Do you cite correctly in MLA format?

5.  Following the directions of the assignment?


-Do you answer the question posed in the assignment?


-Do you stay within the page limit?

6.  Maintaining a clear organizational structure (introduction, body, conclusion) throughout the essay?

7.  Aware of who your audience is, and writing for that audience?  

8.  Writing clearly, persuasively, and correctly?


-Do you use active verbs?


-Do you avoid clichés, vernacular speech, and colloquialisms?


-Do you avoid spelling, grammar, and punctuation mistakes?


-Do you use the past tense?

9.  Adhering to the proper structural standards (double spaced, 12-point font, 1 inch margins, page numbers, etc…)?

10.  Demonstrating a good general understanding of the material?

