
AP World History Exam: Free Response Questions Directions 
(SAQ, LEQ, DBQ) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
SAQ: Section 1, Part B (after MC section) 
 
Time-40 Minutes 
 
Directions: Answer Question 1 and Question 2.  Answer either Question 3 or Question 4. 
 
Write your responses in the Section 1, Part B: Short Answer Response booklet.  You must write your response to each 
question on the lined page designated for that response.  Each response is expected to fit within the space provided. 
 
In your response, be sure to address all parts of the questions you answer.  Use complete sentences; an outline or bulleted 
list alone is not acceptable.  You may plan your answers in this exam booklet, but no credit will be given for notes 
written in this booklet. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Section 2 (DBQ and LEQ) (After MC and SAQ-Section1- and break) 
 
Total Time-1 hour and 40 minutes (for DBQ and LEQ) 
 
 
Question 1-DBQ 
 
Suggested reading and writing time: 1 hour 
 

It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the documents and 45 minutes writing your response. 
Note: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over. 

 
 
Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents.  The documents have been edited for the purpose of 
this exercise. 
 
 
In your response you should do the following: 
 

• Response to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning. 
 

• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 
 

• Support an argument in response to the prompt using at least six documents. 
 

• Use at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence (beyond that found in the documents) relevant to 
an argument about the prompt.  
 

• For at least three documents, explain how or why the document’s point of view, purpose, historical situation, 
and/or audience is relevant to an argument. 
 

• Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Question 2, 3, or 4 (Long Essay) 
 
Suggested writing time: 40 minutes 
 
 
Directions: Answer Question 2 or Question 3 or Question 4. 
 
 
In your response you should do the following: 
 

• Response to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning. 
 

• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 
 

• Support an argument in response to the prompt using specific and relevant examples of evidence. 
 

• Use historical reasoning (e.g. comparison, causation, continuity or change over time) to frame or structure an 
argument that addresses the prompt. 

 
• Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt. 

 
 

 
 


