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    Eurasian Cultural Traditions



           (Reading in packet pp. 125-142)

KNOW

Ahura Mazda


Constantine

Legalism

Vedas

Angra Mainyu


Daodejing

Mahayana

yin/yang

Aristotle


Daoism


moksha


Zarathustra

atman



filial piety

nirvana


Zhuangzi

Ban Zhao


Greek Rationalism
Plato

           Zoroastrianism

Bhagavad-Gita 


Hinduism

Pythagoras

bhakti movement

Hippocrates

Saint Paul

Brahman


Isaiah


Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha)

Brahmins


Jesus of Nazareth
Socrates

Buddhism


Judaism


Theodosius

Confucianism


karma


Theravada

Confucius (Kong Fuzi)

Laozi


Upanishads

BE ABLE TO:

1. What different answers to the problem of disorder arose in classical China?

2. Why has Confucianism been defined as a “humanistic philosophy” rather than a supernatural religion?

3. How did the Daoist outlook differ from that of Confucianism?

4. In what ways did Buddhism reflect Hindu tradition, and in what ways did it challenge them?

5. What is the difference between Theravada and Mahayana expressions of Buddhism?

6. What new emphases characterized Hinduism as it responded to the challenges of Buddhism?

7. What aspects of Zoroastrianism and Judaism found a place in Christianity?

8. What was distinctive about the Jewish religion?

9.   What were the distinctive features of the Greek intellectual traditions?

10.  How would you compare the lives and teachings of Jesus and the Buddha?  In what ways did the two religions evolve after the death of their founders?

11.  In what ways was Christianity transformed in the five centuries following the death of Jesus?

BE ABLE TO ALSO:

Compare and contrast the major principles and concepts of all the belief systems studied:  Confucianism, Daoism, Legalism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity, Greek Rationalism

Make sure to be able to identify the founders, practices and principles, concepts, and spread/assimilation of each system.

BIG QUESTIONS:

1. “Religions are fundamentally alike.”  Does the material is this reading support or weaken this idea?

2.  Is a secular outlook on the world an essentially modern phenomenon, or does it have earlier models in the classical era?

3. “Religion is a double-edged sword, both supporting and weakening political authority.”  How would you support both sides of this statement?

4.  How would you define the appeal of the religious/cultural traditions discussed in this reading?  To what groups are they attractive, and why?
KBAT: Belief Systems
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