
   The Maritime Revolution, to 1550 
 
1. Exploration and Settlement in the Indian and Pacific Oceans before 1500, p. 420, 
European Exploration, 1420-1542, p. 427 
 
A. Using the blank maps provided, create a key and plot the routes of the following 
on 16.1 
Polynesian Voyages   Malayo-Indonesian Voyages 
Voyages of Zheng He   African Voyages 
Prince Henry the Navigator  Christopher Columbus 
Amerigo Vespucci   Ferdinand Magellan 
Bartolomeu Dias   Vasco da Gama 
 
B. Shade/Label 
Swahili Coast    Madagascar 
Kongo     Gold Coast 
Mali     Malacca 
Cape of Good Hope   Macao 
Strait of Magellan 
 
2. Middle America to 1533, p. 424 
 
A. Using the blank map provided, create a key and shade the following on 16.2 
 Aztec Empire    Inca Empire 
Arawak homeland   Carib voyages 
Andean voyages    Cortes’ route 
Pizarro’s route 
 
B. Label 
Caribbean Sea    Atlantic Ocean 
Pacific Ocean    Gulf of Mexico 
Hispaniola 
 
Answer the following questions using the specified map. 
 
3. Exploration and Settlement in the Indian Ocean and Pacific Oceans Before 1500, p. 420 

A. Identify the two groups that had completed most of the exploration of the Indian Ocean. 
 
 
 
B. The area settled by Polynesian mariners is called the “Polynesian Triangle.”  What islands 
are its three “points?” 

 
 
     C. Identify three places Zheng He visited on his voyages. 
 
 
4. Middle America to 1533, p. 424 

A. What two native groups settled the Caribbean before European arrival? 
 
 

Map Activity: Chapter 16 NAME: 



B. What places were explored by Columbus? 
 

 
 
C. What Spaniard invaded and conquered the Aztecs?  From what island did he sail? 
 
 
 
D. What Spaniard invaded and conquered the Incas?   

 
 
 
5.  European Exploration, 1420-1542, p. 427 

A. What two European countries clearly dominate exploration in this period? 
 
 
 
 
B. What are the four largest organized territories in Africa during this period? 
 
 
 
C. What explorer is the first to round the Cape of Good Hope and reach India?  What 
country does he represent?  What year did he set sail?  What year did he reach India? 
 
 
 
 
D. What explorer is the first to circumnavigate or go around the globe?  How many years did 
this feat take to complete?   
 
 
 
E. What events increased transatlantic trade?  (caption) 
 
 
 
F. What was the purpose of the Tordesillas line?  (caption) 

 
 
 
CONCLUSION:  What can you deduce from the maps?  Write down at least FIVE 
observations, inferences, or assumptions about these explorations, explorers, or the 
countries from which they sailed. 


