Source Evaluation (20 points)

General Source: Gives background information about your topic, the basics about who, what, when, and where usually includes reference or encyclopedia articles or an overview of your topic from a database article.

Focused Source: More in-depth source that provides specific information about different angles of your topic.  Usually will answer more of the how and the why questions about your topic More than just background, including other parties involved, the bigger picture, causes and impacts, vision or mission of your topic.  This may include: lectures, documentary, non-fiction books, educational journals, biographies, maps etc.

Primary Source: Provides specific, first hand accounts, opinions, views about your topic.  Could include the following: photos, artwork, speeches, memoirs, letters, articles, pamphlets, gov’t documents, and maps.
1. EVALUATATION: complete the chart using all of your sources.

	Source Info: title, author, TYPE of source (database, Ted Talk, newspaper article, etc.)
	General/Focused/Primary
	Rating 1-10 (usefulness)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. Re-evaluation of sources:

1. Of which types of sources do you have the most? (general, focused, or primary)

2. Which sources address descriptive information such as background and defining the problem/issue?

3. Do you have any sources that address the causes of the issue? List them. Is any of that information analytical?  

4. Do you have any sources that address different perspectives and/or solutions to the problem/issue?  List them.

5. Are there gaps in your research?  In other words, what is missing?
6. Have you found any good videos, lectures, or documentaries?  What topics do they cover?  Can you use this information on your paper?
7. Have you found any useful primary sources?  If not, what types of primary sources do you think will be useful?
8. What types of sources do you still need?  What sections of your paper  (background, defining the problem, causes, perspectives, solutions) need the most attention?  Where are you going to find this information?
9.  Overall, how is your research progressing?  Successes, failures…?  Stressed? Rate your pain 

1-10.
Name: _________________





Topic: _________________








