1. 


Imperial Expansion and Collapse, 324 BCE-650 CE
As you read, write facts about the two empires.  Be specific.  Include vocabulary and definitions.
	Mauryan Empire
	Gupta Empire

	Time Period: 324-184 BCE
1. Political Structure: First centralized empire (bureaucracy), began after Alex the Great died, large army, imperial elephant cavalry, stronger and more centralized than Gupta ever will become
2. Economic Activities: 25 % tax on agricultural products, coined money improves trade, merchants and artisans become present during political frag., international trade with SE Asia, China, Arabia, Rome, and Greece (Silk Road)
3. Religion: Ashoka promotes Buddhism, inscribes pillars with Buddhists ideas after experience with brutal war (allowed for social mobility)
4. Social/Cultural Conditions: writing of Ramayana and Mahabharata=classical ideas of India
5. Intellectual Achievements: Herbal medicine, linguistics, roads and towns, temples and monuments,
6. Important People: Chandrgupta Maurya and Ashoka (grandson)
	Time Period: 320 CE
1. Political Structure: never strong as Mauryan, army to control core but lacked control and power of far reaching provinces, Theatre State= elaborate ceremonies to attract foreigners or to core of empire and redistributed trade in return for gifts
2. Economic Activities: 25 % tax as core of financial revenue, state monopolies on mines and shipbuilding, iron deposits, trade networks decrease due to fall of Rome, coined money improves trade, guilds, traded by boat with Malaysia and Indonesia, China-silk
3. Religion: Hinduism but tolerant towards other religions
4. Social/Cultural Conditions: Women’s power, declines due to Hinduism, lost right to property, women committed sati and married young, more obedient, increased power through religious community participation
5. Intellectual Achievements: decimal system, Arabic numerals, concept of zero, pi
Declined due to outside pressure from White Huns
6. Important People: Chandra Gupta (took name after Mauryan empire)
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