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A. Introduction


1.  How was the cultural development of Indian civilization different than in 
China?


2.  How did Hinduism differ from the other religions/belief systems?

B.  South Asian Religion: From Ritual Sacrifice to Philosophical Speculation

1.  How did sacred texts provide commonality to a fragile culture?



a. Vedas-




1.





2.




3.




4.



b. Upanishads



1.




2.




3.


2. Explain the following central concepts of Hinduism.


Brahman-


Atman-


Moksha-


Samsara and Law of Karma-


3. How does caste relate to the concepts of Hinduism?

C. Buddhist Challenges


1.  Describe the founder of Buddhism, Siddhartha Gautama.



a.



b.



c.



d.


2.  Central to Buddhist teachings is that “life is suffering.”  Identify the meaning 
of this statement, the cause for this statement, and the goal of Buddhism.



Meaning:



Cause:



Goal:


3. How is the Hindu traditions reflected in Buddhist teachings?



a.



b.



c.



d.



e.


4. How did Buddhist ideas challenge the ideas of Hinduism?



a.






c.



b. 






d.


5. Why did Buddhism appeal to the lower castes and women in India?



a.



b.



c.


6. Describe the split within Buddhism.



a. Disagreements:



b. Theravada:




1.




2.




3.



c. Mahayana




1.




2.




3.




4.

D. Hinduism as a Religion of Duty and Devotion

1.  What happened to Buddhism in India?  Why?


2. How does the Bhagavad-Gita  express new, popular Hindu beliefs?


3.  What is bhaki?


4. Who are Vishnu and Shiva (specifically)?
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