


IV.  Moving toward Monotheism: The Search for God in the Middle East



           Text pp. 138-141
A. Introduction


1. What radical notion developed in Zoroastrianism and Judaism?


2. This notion became the foundation of what two later religions?



a. 




b.

B. Zoroastrianism- Take notes addressing the following categories and concepts.


1.  Persian Prophet:

2. Single god Ahura Mazda is source of truth, light, and goodness



a. cosmic struggle:



b. savior:



c.  judgment day:



d.  choice:


3.  Spread of Zoroastrianism:




a. 



b. 


c. Decline:


4. Influence of Zoroastrianism on Jews in Persia:


a.



b.



c.



d.
C. Judaism


1.  Describe the development of Judaism among Hebrews.  Make sure to include 
the sequence.


2. What was the impact of the Jews exiled in Babylon?  How did this impact 
Jewish heritage?


3. Describe the distinctive conception of God in Judaism.



a. Yahweh: (demands, relationship, chosen people)


b. Transcendent God:

4. How did the concept of Yahweh change over time?


5. What was distinctive about this concept of the divine?

V. The Cultural Tradition of Classical Greece:  The Search for a Rational Order
A. Introduction


1.  Explain how Classical Greece did not create an enduring religious tradition.



a. 



b.



c.



d.
B. The Greek Way of Knowing


1. When did Greek Rationalism flourish?


2. What was the key element of Greek Rationalism?


3.  Who is the best example of this element?  Describe him and his ideas.


4. Describe the earliest Greek thinkers and their ideas.


    Applied rational questioning to nature


a. Thales:



b. Democritus:



c. Pythagoras:


       Applied to medicine



d. Hippocrates:


      Applied to Understanding human behavior





e. Herodotus:



f. Plato:



g. Aristotle:

C. The Greek Legacy


1. How did traditional Greek ideas still appear during the time of Greek 
Rationalism?


2. What did the death of Socrates reveal about Greece at this time?


3. Describe the spread and influence of Greek Rationalism.



a. Roman World-



b. Christian Beliefs-



c. Byzantine Empire-



d. Western Europe-



e. Islamic Culture:
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