
Sign-Posting 
in Your Presentations

AP Seminar



Signposting: What is it?

Spoken

Signal phrases to help 
your audience hear key 

ideas and pay attention to 
your arguments.

Visual

Thoughtful use of headings 
to help your audience follow 

your presentation.



remember
Your audience can’t re-read or re-wind.

Your ideas and arguments must come through on the first (and only) listen!



Spoken Signposts



What works in writing might 
be too complex to convey in 
speech.

What sounds formulaic in 
writing might be just what your 
audience needs to hear.

!



Spoken 
Signposts

We’ll look at this issue in four 
parts.

Basically/ Briefly, I have three 
things to say.

Let’s begin/start by ...

First of all, I'll... 
… and then I’ll go on to …
Then/ Next ...
Finally/ Lastly ...

Giving an overview



Spoken 
Signposts

So far we've looked at... but...

Moving on now to …

Let’s turn now to …

I’d like to expand/elaborate on 
…

Let's look now at...

FInishing a section



Spoken 
Signposts

Where does that lead us? 

Let's consider this in more 
detail... 

What does this mean for...? 

Why is this important?

The significance of this is...

Analyzing and reasoning 



Spoken 
Signposts

For example,... 

A good example of this is…

As an illustration,... 

To illustrate this point...

Giving Examples



Spoken 
Signposts

Let's summarise briefly what 
we've looked at... 

Finally, let me remind you of 
some of the issues we've 
covered...

To conclude...

In short …

I'd like now to recap...
.

Summarizing 



Visual Signposts



How do I do it?

● Be intentional
● Be consistent
● Be audience-centered



Visual Signposts: what are my options?

Questions AP 
Seminar 

Key Words

HybridOutline 
organization



Using Questions

Anticipate your audience’s needs

Keep them natural

Make sure you answer them!



What does this look like?
How are teen brains different from adult brains?

What are the long term effects of sleep deprivation?

Difference

      Difference

           Difference



Outline Organization and Purpose

Mimic your outline structure

       Create a mental map

             Signal purpose and transitions 



What does this look like?
Introduction: A Timeline of the Electric Car          

Summing up

● Eliminate religious exemptions
● Invest in more public awareness
● Partner with schools and 

doctors



AP Seminar Key Words

Steal from the rubric

Anticipate your grader’s needs

               Check off every box



What does this look like?
Context: School Nutrition Today 

Something

Something

Something

Limitations of this Solution

● Training

● Funding model

● Sustainability

 



Hybrid 

Combine the techniques

Think about your audience

Don’t do more than you need



What does this look like? 
Why is this an urgent issue? 

Solution 1: Evidence

Relevance (rubric)
+ Question 

Solution (rubric)
+ Outline/Purpose  

“ Argle bargle and 
fooferall” 

Something

Something

Something


